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From the air, Neely Henry Lake 
gleams like a liquid sapphire. On the 
St. Clair County side of this body of 
water crafted through the teamwork of 
God and man, fingers and dots of land 
form lush peninsulas and tiny islands 
packed with flora and fauna, fruit, pine 
and pecan trees, deer, ducks and blue 
heron. 

On some 41 acres of land – property 
once home to a large cattle farm – 
is the beginning of the first major 
waterfront residential development on 
the St. Clair side of Neely Henry in 
some 50 years, Canoe Harbor. Bursting 
with beauty, some Canoe Harbor 
lots offer vistas of both sunrises and 
sunsets, hand painted by the Creator, 
different every day.

“It’s the first land that’s been 
available on this side of Neely Henry 
in a long, long time, said local Realtor 
and developer Lyman Lovejoy. 
Lovejoy, Realtor Chad Camp, also of 
Lovejoy Realty, and developer John 
Freeman of Freeman Land Co. are 
partners in the Canoe Harbor project.

“It’s some of the best land that’s 
been available, as far as good lots, 
level lots, deep-water lots,” he added.

About Canoe Harbor 
Canoe Harbor, with its 36 lots, 

offers easy access. Twenty-eight of 
the lots are on the water. Parcels range 
in size from just under a half-acre to 
more than an acre each. Waterfront 
lots range in price from $65,000 to 
$135,000, while off-water lots start at 
$19,000. A peninsula lot has already 
sold for $225,000.

 “What makes it desirable is the lots 
are the first land that’s been available 
on our (St. Clair) side of the lake that’s 
flat to the water,” Camp said. “Most of 
everything that’s available on our side 

Canoe Harbor to showcase 
Alabama’s ‘hidden gem’
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Canoe Harbor

of the water around Ohatchee is just too hilly. On our lots, 
you walk straight out to the water. You don’t have to hike 
down to the water or up to the house.”

And then, there are the views. Even the lots not directly 
on the water offer views of shimmering waters of Neely 
Henry. The physical and visual access to water makes the 
development unique. There is some 5,500 feet of shoreline in 
Canoe Harbor.

“We have a peninsula. There are not a lot of opportunities 
for a peninsula. That means you’ve got water views at your 
front door and your back door… The people on the peninsula 
will have a 180-degree view of the lake.”

Neely Henry Lake may not be the best known of the man-
made waters created in the push over the last 70-odd years 
to bring electrification to rural Alabama through a string of 
hydroelectric dams built by the Tennessee Valley Authority 
in the north on the Tennessee River and in east central and 
south Alabama by Alabama Power Co.

Built in 1966, Neely Henry Dam was the first in a network 
of dams constructed on the upper Coosa River. The lake 
reaches into St. Clair, Etowah and Calhoun counties. The 
dam is more than 500 feet above sea level and the reservoir 
covers 11,200 acres, with 339 miles of shoreline in the three 
counties.

Gene Phifer, president of the Neely Henry Lake 
Association and a retired Alabama Power manager in its 
environmental section, gives the development high marks. 
He’s lived on the lake since 1966.

“I think developments like that are beneficial to the lake. I 
know it’s going to be well done. It’s going to add to the value 
of the property of the lake and not be any type of concern 
in terms of environmental issues. They’re doing it the right 
way. I’m sure it will add to (the lake). That’s going to be 
beautiful.”

A unique feature of the lake, particularly around Canoe 
Harbor, is that water levels stay pretty much constant. There 
are no dry seasons. Flooding and fluctuation are not an issue 
on the pristine waters of the lake teeming with fish.

As for the land, the acreage was once home to a family 
farm owned by Tracy and Hope Burger. The Burgers and 
their niece, Donna Henderson, bequeathed the land to the 
Alabama Baptist Foundation, who later sold it to Lovejoy, 
Camp and Freeman. Acreage where cattle once leisurely 
roamed will now be a haven for human relaxation. Proximity 
to the lake made the Burger farm a rare gem.

These are exciting times in these parts. St. Clair County 
constructed a massive deep water 80-slip boat launch called 
Big Canoe Creek Park  that’s not only expected to attract 
recreational boaters and anglers, but also major fishing 
tournaments. A short distance from the Canoe Harbor 
development, the park is expected to enhance the county’s 
reputation as an ecotourism destination. It’s less than a mile 
from Canoe Harbor.

“People in our subdivision would not have to build their 
own boat ramp, unless they just want to,” Lovejoy said. “It’s 
the nicest thing to happen in this county in terms of a boat 
launch.”

Consider, too, that the development is only about 10 
minutes away from Interstate 59, only about 10 minutes from 
Westbrook Christian School and the same distance from 
shopping in Rainbow City.
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View from point lot

Lovejoy, Freeman 
and Camp talk about 
the amenities of the 

property.

Some lots 
are already 
spoken for



SUMMER’S AN ADVENTURE

“Camp Cosby is my home 
away from home.”  

 ‑ 14 year‑old camper 

At Camp Cosby children 
play hard, make new 
friends, and have the 
adventure of a lifetime 
in a safe, fun and 
structured environment.

The YMCA of Greater Birmingham’s sleepaway camp, Camp 
Cosby, offers a one-week, co-ed, safe and structured experience 
for children ages 6 to 16 on the shores of Logan Martin Lake.

1-800-85COSBY  • campcosby.org
cosby@ymcabham.org 



Canoe Harbor

“You’re not too far out of civilization, “Camp said.
Homebuilders will be able to be creative in the construction 

of their Canoe Harbor homes, Camp said. The minimum house 
size is 1,600 square feet. Multilevel homes can be built to 1,200 
square feet on the main floor. Each owner can choose their own 
builder. There is no maximum size, except that governed by 
county and state regulations.

Building a dream
The lots came on the market in December 2017.
And while the developers will have an architectural review 

panel, property owners will have freedom in design.
“We’re not saying you have to build a certain style plan. So 

long as it looks like a nice house, we’re going to allow it.”
A key note: Say a young couple invests in a lot, they 

can decide when to build. There is no time limit to start 
construction, Camp said.

“This is an investment opportunity for people who want to 
build now or in the future,” Camp said.

Canoe Harbor will serve families for generations, Camp said. 
“It’s something you can enjoy for the rest of your life,” he said.

And there may not be too many opportunities like Canoe 
Harbor in the future because of the lack of available 
undeveloped land. Alabama Power still owns much of the 
property around the reservoir, Lovejoy said. Too, Camp added, 
the topography, scenic with huge rock outcroppings, doesn’t 
lend itself to development.

Too, unlike other better-known Alabama lakes that are often 
congested with boat traffic, Neely Henry sees few watercraft by 
comparison.

“It truly is one of the best-kept secrets among Alabama lakes,” 
Camp said. “It offers a hidden tranquility that you don’t see a lot 
of places.”

St. Clair County Commissioner Jeff Brown, who has fished 
on the lake for years, said the recent construction of a new boat 
launch, combined with private developments like Canoe Harbor, 
will make Neely Henry more of a destination location.

“I think it will have a tremendous impact,” Brown said of the 
developments. “(Neely Henry’s) a hidden diamond. The people 
who visit it love it.” 

Canoe Harbor, he said, will enhance life on the lake, adding 
more polish to the county’s gem. “It’s a very, very nice place. 
They’ve spent a lot of money there and it’s going to be top of 
the line. The (Big Canoe Creek) launch is so convenient to those 
people, they’re not going to have to take up part of their lot to 
build a launch. They’ve got one right down the road. They’re 
going to work hand in hand.”

Lovejoy purchased a lot on Neely Henry Lake some 40 years 
ago, one of the first individual property owners on the water. 
What he says about Canoe Harbor speaks volumes about the 
development.

“Chad and I looked at buying a lot for ourselves, even though 
I’ve already got a lot up there,” Lovejoy said. “We’ve been in 
the business a long time, and this is one of the gems you rarely 
run across that enriches the life of St. Clair County. We believe 
it will be a great asset for the county.”

Environment, conservation and smart development
Phifer hopes the new residential development, combined with 

the new boat launch, will offer key lessons for how the lake 
community will approach development, with a heart toward 
protecting both the quality and quantity of water for generations 
to come. Development and environmental protection need to 
work together.

An economic impact study on the lake, currently being 
conducted by Jacksonville State University, will offer more 
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Your GRILL Headquarters!
Grills, furniture, decor,  

gourmet items and more!

205.338.2548  
1604 Martin St. S. Pell City & 10062 Hwy 231 Cropwell

backyardliving207@yahoo.com



insights.
“You think about it being a jewel, and it is,” Phifer said of the lake. “But 

what makes it special is, you’ve got to maintain the environmental quality of 
the water. You’ve got to maintain the ecosystem. High water quality is critical 
to any body of water, so you want to make sure you keep the environmental 
water quality as good or better than it is right now. We certainly don’t want to 
let (environmental quality) slip.”

Much has been made of the “water wars” between Alabama and Georgia, 
where Georgia is attempting to divert water upstream of Alabama for 
drinking water for a burgeoning metro Atlanta. While Phifer makes it clear he 
does not think such disputes will affect Coosa River lakes like Neely Henry, 
water quantity must be maintained.

“Quality of water can be impacted by loss of water,” he said. “I don’t think 
we’re going to lose water, but those are things you want to think about. You 
want to maintain quality and quantity of water.”

 Phifer added, “You want to see the new developments that come in to be 
ecologically sensitive. That’s what you’re seeing. You’re going to see more 
development on the river system. At the same time, you see people practicing 
conservation methods in protecting the fishery. Environmental protection 
and conservation goes together with smart development. You want to see the 
ecosystem well preserved, well taken care of. Yet you know there’s going to 
be development, but the developments need to be environmentally sensitive.”

There are as many reminders in the natural world that make the case for 
protecting Neely Henry. For Phifer, the most powerful evidence comes late in 
the afternoon, in sunsets painted in colors that artists have tried to match for 
centuries.

Developers of Canoe Harbor aspire to build a development that celebrates 
those sunsets. One already-purchased lot on a finger of land offers views of 
both sunrise and sunset.

“I know you’ve seen the sunsets on Neely Henry,” Phifer said. “Man, 
they’re something special.” l

Canoe Harbor

60 

Freeman, Camp and Lovejoy see 
unlimited potential in Canoe Harbor.

Breathtaking 
sunsets are 

part of the 
view.



Trust Dana Ellison and LAH... 
A TEAM YOU CAN RELY ON!

Dana Ellison
205)369-1413 

danaellison@lahrealestate.com

•	 Extensive	
	 lake	market	
	 knowledge.
•	 Top	producer	
	 in	one	of	
	 Alabama’s	
	 largest	firms.
•	 Relationship	
	 builder		
•	 Dream	home	
	 matchmaker

Don’t just enjoy the view, own it!
Experienced  
& Dedicated 
Realtor 
Dana Ellison 
can help!

Dana Ellison
205)369-1413 

danaellison@lahrealestate.com

TherapySouth is an outpatient physical therapy practice with 
a fun, family-oriented environment. For more than 30 years, 
Tyler McGrady and the experienced physical therapists 
in Pell City have built relationships with their patients and 
helped them achieve their physical goals. We know you have 
a choice for your healthcare, and we’d love for one of our 
great people to be your physical therapist!

Pell City | 205.338.6106 | 85 Plaza Drive
www.therapysouth.com

WHO IS 
YOUR 
PT?
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